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The thesis of Zh. P. Selifonova presents the results of more than 10 years hard work in 

the field and in the Laboratory. Her research, which addresses biodiversity issues spanning 
from the species to ecosystem in the NE Black Sea, poses a wide range of questions and 
provides answers to several scientific problems. As such, the thesis of Zh. P. Selifonova is 
significant both to the scientific community and to stakeholders, requirements for a doctoral 
dissertation.  

The aim of the study is very broad. It reveals features of the structural/functional 
organization of ecosystems of the gulfs and bays of the northeastern Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azov. It includes the general and specific characteristics of the studied ecosystem, its changes 
and the role of zooplankton in this process; a construction of model schemes of energy flows 
in the studied ecosystems; innovative biodiversity issues such as productivity of ecosystems; 
quantitative/quantitative figures on the distribution of zooplankton community and its 
structure; and the status and impacts of introduced species.  Especially important the 
establishment of new invasive species in the Black Sea system which can potentially cause 
changes to ecosystems of the Southern Black Sea. The author’s findings  are undoubtedly 
useful for forecasting ecological changes in the Black Sea and the Azov Sea ecosystems.  

 
Remarks:  

1. There is an uncertainty on the use of term alien for Mediterranean planktonic species 
occurring in the area (in situ), even if they are also found in ballasts. This uncertainty 
should show in the results. 

2. I am missing studies from the ship hulls of the ships visiting the area.  

The above shortcomings don't diminish the importance of the work especially as the 
main results of work have a serious societal interest. In conclusion, I consider that the thesis is 
carried out at a high scientific level, the produced results, analyses, conclusions and 
recommendations besides advancing science, are interesting and useful for the 
implementation of CBD and other national obligations.  Zh.P.Selifonova is the first author in 
many  publications out of a large list of, i.e. she carried out the leading role in the conducted 
researches. There is a prospect for further researches in other regions of the World Ocean.   



 

 

Selifonova Zhanna Pavlovna deserves to be awarded a doctors’degree in Biological 
Science (ScD higher doctorate) on the specialty 25.00.28 (Oceanology). 
 

 
Dr Argyro Zenetos 

Research Director at Hellenic Centre for Marine Research 
Coordinator of Hellenic Network on Aquatic Invasive Species 

Editor in Chief of Mediterranean Marine Science 
Consultant to UNEP/MAP RAC/SPA on IAS- administrator of MAMIAS database 

46,7 km Athens Sounio ave. 
Anavyssos Attiki 

P.O. Box 712, 19013 GR, 
Tel: +30 2109856701 
Fax: +30 2109811713 

e-mail: zenetos@hcmr.gr 
 

28.04.2016 

mailto:zenetos@hcmr.gr�

